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1 . Nonfiction of 1953
This is from a story set on what mountain?
  The gales of the preceding days which had so
  ravaged Camp VII had died down.  Hillary and
  Tensing were known to be two of the most
  powerful climbers in the world.

Mt. Everest 
2 . Snakes
What venomous snakes have distinctive red, yellow or 
white, and black colored banding?

coral snakes 
3 . The Constitution
Name the process by which the U.S. Constitution was 
formally approved by the states.

ratification 
4 . Great Races
The race to the South Pole was between Robert Scott's 
British expedition and a Norwegian team led by 
whom?

Roald Amundsen 
5 . German Vessels
What type of seagoing vessel is a German 
"Unterseeboot"?

submarine 

6 . Meteors
Name the celestial event in which a large number of 
meteors are visible in a short period.

meteor shower (storm) 
7 . Veggies
What is the collective name for vegetables that include 
tubers, rhizomes, corms, bulbs, tuberous roots, and tap 
roots?

root vegetables 
8 . Visual Defects
What is the more correct name for the visual 
impairment of nearsightedness?

myopia 
9 . Publications
"Common Sense," a pamphlet written by Thomas 
Paine, supported what cause of the American people 
in relation to Britain?

i n d e p e n d e n c e  
1 0 . Headwaters
You end up in what state if you follow the Rio Grande 
from its mouth near Brownsville, Texas, to its source?

Colorado 
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1 . Futuristic Novels
These are lines from what novel?
  -We are the Third Invasion.
  -From now on, the enemy is more clever
    than you.  From now on, the enemy
    is stronger than you.  From now on,
    you are always about to lose.
  -And always Ender carried with him a
    dry white cocoon, looking for a place
    where the hive queen could awaken.

Ender's Game 
2 . Fraction Addition
What is the sum of (2p/3) and (4p/5)?

22p/15 
3 . Parlor Trick Physics
The trick of quickly pulling a tablecloth out from 
under a setting of dishes works because what property 
of the dishes tends to keep them in place?

inertia 
4 . Haiti
Haiti is adjacent to what two bodies of water?

Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea 
5 . Similar Triangles
Imagine two similar triangles with bases of 21 and 6 
inches.  If one side of the larger triangle is 28 inches, 
what is the length of the corresponding side on the 
smaller triangle?

8 inches 

6 . Low Roads
The lowest point on Earth that is accessible by 
automobile is along the shores of what body of water?

Dead Sea 
7 . Aviation
Name the system used to guide aircraft without 
assistance from a pilot.

autopilot 
8 . Mesoamerica
What Mesoamerican people were famous for 
cultivating infertile land, introducing irrigation, 
draining swamps, creating artificial islands in lakes, 
and sacrificing humans to their gods?

Aztecs 
9 . Combining Terms
Combine the like terms in this expression.
  3x squared - 4y + 2(x squared)

5(x squared) - 4y 
1 0 . Asian Nations
Mongolia borders the People's Republic of China to 
its south and what country to its north?

Russia 
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1 . Algebraic Factoring
Factor 5x - 5y.

5(x-y) 
2 . Caribbean Nations
What country borders the Dominican Republic?

Haiti 
3 . Factoring
What is the prime factorization of 60?

2 x 2 x 3 x 5 
4 . Outer Space
Molecules of hydrogen and other elements are found 
throughout interstellar space.  When enough of this 
dust and gas clumps together, huge clouds form.  
Name these clouds.

nebulae 
5 . Floatation
Whose principle allows the volume of an object to be 
measured by measuring the volume of the liquid 
displaced after submerging it?

Archimedes' principle 

6 . Traps
What word completes this caption?
  Trapped millions of years ago, this ant is
  perfectly preserved today in a sticky plant
  sap which turned into ...

amber 
7 . Consecutive Integers
What three consecutive odd integers have a sum of 
39?

11, 13, 15 
8 . Proverb Origins
This is a 16th-century version of what modern 
proverb?
  Oft the sone in maners lyke
  wyll be unto the father.

like father, like son 
9 . Symptoms
These are symptoms of what physiological condition?
  headache, dizziness, rapid heartbeat,
  muscle cramps, urine of a dark yellow
  color or very little urine, dry mouth

dehydrat ion 
1 0 . Industrialists
Who is called the "Father of the Traffic Jam"?

Henry Ford 
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1 . Marine Life
Sponges strain water to obtain bits of food.  
Therefore, they are known as what kind of feeders?

filter feeders 
2 . Reefs
What kind of elongated coral reefs are located along 
the coasts of Belize, New Caledonia, and Queensland, 
Australia?

barrier reefs 
3 . Meteorological Maps
An isotherm running through Boston, Massachusetts, 
Schenectady, New York, and Battle Creek, Michigan, 
indicates that what is the same in these cities?

temperature (air temperature) 
4 . Disorders
These disorders are all related to what organ?
  strabismus, macular degeneration,
  glaucoma, retinitis pigmentosa,
  conjunctivitis, photophobia

eye 
5 . Used Bones
If animal bones are heated in ovens that contain little 
or no air, most of the hydrogen, nitrogen, and oxygen 
escapes, leaving what black, brittle, amorphous 
substance containing mostly carbon?

charcoal (coke) 

6 . Exponents
The cube of 4 equals what number squared?

8 .
7 . Palindromes
What is the last word in this palindrome about owls?
  Too hot to ...

hoot 
8 . Spelling
Fortunately the answer to this question is easier than 
the Hawaiian fish called a 
humuhumunukunukuapuaa.  Spell the name of a 
prehistoric flying reptile whose name rhymes with 
"fractal."

pterodactyl 
9 . Musicals
Irving Berlin fostered the legend of what sharpshooter 
of Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show in his 1946 musical, 
"Annie Get Your Gun"?

Annie Oakley 
1 0 . Natural Processes
Name the process by which dead organic material is 
broken down by detritivores or saprotrophs.

decomposit ion (decay) 
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1 . Song Lyrics
According to the lyrics of "On Top of Old Smokey," 
why was a true lover lost?

for courting too slow 
2 . Algebra
X + Y equals 48.  If Y = 9, what is X?

39 
3 . Body Systems
A cutaneous condition is any medical condition that 
affects what body system?

integumentary system 
4 . Borrowed Words
Several unusual words in the following sentence are 
from what language?
  The wahine had hidden her lei, muumuu,
  and ukulele beneath the lanai.

Hawaiian 
5 . Libraries
One of the world's largest book collections is in 
Washington, D.C.  Name it.

Library of Congress 

6 . Buoyancy
A 60,000-ton ship will remain afloat as long as it can 
displace at least how many tons of water?

60,000 
7 . Other Bases
Express as a binary numeral the number of chambers 
in a mammal's heart.

100 
8 . Electoral College
Of all the states that border Canada, name any two of 
the four states with the minimum number of votes in 
the Electoral College.

Alaska, Montana, North Dakota, Vermont 
9 . Song Geography
Name the region referred to in this song lyric.
  Old times there are not forgotten

Dixie 
1 0 . Windows
What material comprises the elaborate windows in 
Canterbury Cathedral and the cathedral at Chartres?

stained glass 
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1 . Making Do
What term reminiscent of an animal that feeds on a 
member of the same species means the removal of 
useful parts from damaged equipment for use in the 
repair of other equipment?

cannibalize 
2 . Forces
What fundamental force is responsible for the shapes 
of the planets and stars?

gravity 
3 . Life
What is the basic unit of life?

cell 
4 . People
She was elected to the Arizona senate and became the 
first female state majority leader in the country.  She 
became a trial judge, was later appointed to the 
Arizona Court of Appeals, and then to the U.S. 
Supreme Court where the 101 Supreme Court justices 
chosen before her had all been male.  Name her.

Sandra (Day) O'Connor 
5 . Phrases
How is the prepositional phrase used in this line?
  She plunged into the pool.

adverb 

6 . Polygons
A regular polygon is both equilateral and ..

equiangular 
7 . Speeches
What 266-word speech adds a note of biblical 
solemnity to the number 87 when it opens with the 
words, "Four score and seven"?

Gettysburg Address 
8 . Land Acquisitions
Nearly 1.2 million square miles were added to the 
U.S. as a result of a treaty ending what war in the 
1840s?

Mexican War 
9 . Surrenders
Robert E. Lee's surrender to Ulysses Grant occurred in 
what state?

Virginia 
1 0 . Macaronic Verse
What, traditionally, are the first three words of this 
verse?
  Cane carmen sixpence, pera plena rye,
  De multis atris avibus coctis in a pie.

Sing a song 
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1 . Pirates
Famous Caribbean pirates include Bartholomew 
Roberts, Charles Vane, Blackbeard, Jean Fleury, and 
Henry who?

Morgan (or Avery or Jennings) 
2 . Specialized Digestion
Animals such as antelope, goats, and cattle chew on 
regurgitated food.  Name this bolus.

cud 
3 . Forms of Government
What form of government is headed by an emperor, 
queen, or king?

monarchy 
4 . Word Squares
In this 3x3 palindrome square, the first row is WED 
and the third row is DEW.  What is the word in the 
second row?

EKE (or EWE, ERE, EVE, EYE) 
5 . Clauses
The adjective clause in this sentence modifies what 
word?
  The sculptor whom we are trying to imitate
  died in 1644.

sculptor 

6 . Number Translation
Express in scientific notation how many words a 
picture is supposed to be worth.

1 times 10 to the third power 
7 . Metals
Around 2500 B.C., Middle East artisans produced 
what new metal much harder than bronze used for the 
previous 900 years, but requiring much higher 
temperatures for smelting?

iron 
8 . Elections
What geological term describes an election in which 
one candidate receives the vast majority of votes?

landslide 
9 . Stage Directions
From the point of view of the audience, "stage left" 
indicates which side of the stage?

right 
1 0 . Inflammations
What skin inflammation is caused by overexposure to 
ultraviolet solar rays?

sunburn 
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1 . Travel Problems
Two folks simultaneously start from the same point 
going in opposite directions, one at 40 mph and the 
other at 20 mph.  In how many hours are they 420 
miles apart?

7 hours 
2 . Cycles
The carbon cycle involves the storage and cyclic 
movement of organic and inorganic forms of carbon 
between the biosphere, lithosphere, hydrosphere, and 
what other sphere?

atmosphere 
3 . Rhode Island History
Rhode Island was settled mainly by English colonists 
from what other colony?

Massachuset ts  
4 . Injuries
What injury is caused by a violent movement at the 
joint that exceeds normal limits, tearing the ligaments 
and throwing a bone or bones out of place?

dislocation 
5 . Former Industries
Workers in what former industry often used this line?
  There she breaches.

whaling 

6 . Invertebrates
What is the common name for a long-legged arachnid 
sometimes called a harvestman?

daddy longlegs 
7 . Conquistadors
The first permanent European settlement in Central 
America was founded in 1510 by what conquistador 
who is mainly remembered for his crossing of a Latin 
American isthmus?

Vasco Balboa 
8 . Runoff
Approximately half the land area of the contiguous 
48 states is in the drainage basin of what river?

Mississippi 
9 . Computers
Name the flashing symbol on a computer screen that 
indicates where one is working at any given moment.

cursor 
1 0 . Sculpture
What enormous sculpture designed by Frederic 
Bartholdi and financed by the people of France can 
be viewed in New York Harbor?

Statue of Liberty 
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1 . Animals in Literature
In "Bridge to Terabithia," what kind of animal is 
Prince Terrien?

dog 
2 . Fevers
What kind of fever is linked to ragweed pollen?

hay fever 
3 . Legends
What legendary beings of English folklore are said to 
live in people's homes where they perform household 
tasks at night in exchange for modest gifts of food?

brownies 
4 . Anatomy
The posterior end of the esophagus terminates in what 
organ?

stomach 
5 . Insects
Grasshoppers develop by means of incomplete 
metamorphosis, involving the three stages of egg, 
nymph, and what other?

adult 

6 . Dinosaurs
Iguanodon got its name because its teeth looked like 
giant versions of what living tropical lizard?

iguana 
7 . Forces
Through what force does a centrifuge separate two or 
more substances of different masses or densities?

centrifugal force (or inertia) 
8 . Diseases
The disease trichinosis is most frequently linked with 
what insufficiently-cooked meat?

pork 
9 . Asian Rulers
Although there have been a total of fourteen Dalai 
Lamas, only three of them have actually ruled what 
land?

Tibet 
1 0 . Ice Ages
The Snowball Earth hypothesis suggests that global 
freezing in the late Proterozoic was caused by a 
reduction of what atmospheric gas?

carbon dioxide 
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1 . Drama
What term for an actor who overacts also indicates a 
cut of meat from a hog's hind leg?

ham 
2 . Solutions
How many grams of solute are there in 200 grams of 
a 20% saline solution?

40 
3 . Geology
These are types of what?
  underground, hardrock, open pit, strip, placer

mines 
4 . Mountains
Name the highest mountain in Africa.

Kilimanjaro 
5 . Canine Stories
In "The Call of the Wild," who saves John's life twice?

Buck 

6 . Muscles
By its name, you can surmise that the deltoid muscle 
covering the shoulder joint has what shape?

triangular 
7 . Journalism
This news story refers to events in what nation?
  Today five U.S. helicopters were shot down by
  Communist guerrillas in the Mekong Delta.

Vietnam 
8 . Boiling
In the U.S., the boiling point of water is lowest at the 
summit of what mountain?

Mount McKinley (Denali) 
9 . Square Root
If you had a clock on which all the numbers were 
square roots, what time would show at the position 
directly across from the square root of 81?

square root of 9 
1 0 . Reasoning
What form of logic determines the truth about specific 
examples using a broad, general rule?

deduction 


